
 

SEPTIC TANK PUMPERS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
OCTOBER 6, 2006   MEETING MINUTES 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
Acting Chairman Jamie Hillman called the Septic Tank Pumpers Advisory Committee 
meeting to order on October 6, 2006 at 12:05 p.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Wade Stout, Badger Pass Septic Service; 
            John Clark, Scenic City Enterprises; 

Don Heimbigner, Don’s Septic Service; 
 Steve Kunkle, Montana Septic Service; 
 Jamie Hillman, Jims Backhoe & Septic System; 
 Conrad Eckert, Eckert’s Services; 
 Renai Hill, Montana DEQ 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
              Klasen, Klasen Septic Pumping; 
 Dana Nuquist, Montana Septic Service; 
            John M. Tveit, Ready Freddy Inc.; 
            Tamra Tveit, Ready Freddy Inc.; 
 Darrell Stankey - Montana DEQ 
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR JULY 28, 2006 MEETING  
Wade Stout asked for any changes to the draft minutes.  There were no comments or edits 
from the committee.  A motion to approve the July 28, 2005 minutes was made and 
seconded.  The motion carried and the July 28, 2005 minutes were approved as written.  
 
COMMITTEE HOUSEKEEPING ITEMS: 
1. Future meeting dates 
A special meeting was called for December 1, 2006.  The meeting place will be in the 
Metcalf building room 35 in the basement. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
1. STP Training Dates and Topics 
The following proposed training dates were discussed January 19, 2007; January 26, 
2007; February 2, 2007; and February 9, 2007.  February would be a bad Month due to 
the Septic Pumper Conference in Tennessee.  January was determined to be the best 
month to have the training and January 19, 2007 was chosen.  A motion to approve the 
January 19, 2007 date was made and seconded.  The motion carried and the January 19, 
2007 training date was approved.  Training will be held in Helena and Renai Hill will call 
and setup a facility/room for the training. 
 
 
 
 



 

The proposed training topics were discussed and the following were approved: 
 
- Land Application 

-- Water quality discussing ground water/surface water contamination etc. 
-- Applying to DNRC lands. 
-- Endangered Species. 
-- Treating with lime. 

- Tank manufacture or installer to discuss different types of tanks etc. 
- Pathogens in what I pump. 
- Hazardous Waste in sumps, holding tanks etc. 
- Meth lab waste in septic tanks. 
 
Septic systems were discussed as a topic and a recommendation was made to use some of 
the Septic Licensing Fees for advertising or a brochure to educate the public on septic 
systems.  Many people are unaware they have a system or even how to maintain the 
system.  Renai will check with the Water Quality New Subdivision Section and see what 
type of education program they have for the public. 
 
2. Enforcement Update 
A member of the Enforcement Section was not available to brief the committee.  Renai 
Hill provided an update for complaints submitted to the Enforcement section from 
January – September 2006.  Thirteen complaints were listed which included over-
application, litter control, failure to till, dumping in the Flathead River, dumping into a 
cleanout drain, dumping on the road, improper use of SPAC position, pumping without a 
license, and land application without approval. 
 
3. SPAC member rules and procedures 
The rules and procedures were read aloud and changes were made where necessary.  The 
rules will be finalized and signed during the next meeting.  This will enable a signed copy 
to be handed out during the training session in January 2007. 
 
4. Graywater definition in the ARM 
Conrad Eckert discussed his concerns with the definition of graywater.  The members 
present discussed the problems associated with graywater, what it really contains, and 
pumpers that are licensed to only pump graywater.  Renai Hill recommended tabling the 
discussion until the members have more time to think about the definition and submit 
recommendation during the next meeting.   
 
5. Draft Septic Pumper Guide 
Committee members wanted to know what it will be used for.  When finalized the guide 
will be handed out to all licensed pumpers and then to individual wanting to become 
licensed pumpers.  Don Heimbigner suggested adding information regarding the property 
owner at land application sites.  Committee members requested additional time to review 
the guide.  The Chairman informed the members to review the guide and submit any 
changes or addition during the next meeting. 
 
 
 



 

6. Updated Forms 
All license application forms, the vehicle inspection form, and land application forms 
have been updated.  Many items on the forms have been combined to eliminate 
confusion.  The forms in the draft STP Guide will also be updated and copies of the 
updated forms will also be on the DEQ Web site.    
The committee discussed the vehicle inspection form, actual vehicle inspection on the 
pumper trucks, and what it would take to have a physical inspection by the County 
Sanitarian.  It was suggested to add to the form the make, model, and a more thorough 
description of the vehicle.  It was also suggested to require pumper trucks to have either 
the company name, identify the contents or the truck – septic waste or portable toilet 
waste, and have the STP license number on the vehicle.   It was also suggested to have a 
more official inspection requirement for pumper vehicles.  Renai Hill stated this would 
require a change to the Montana Administrative Rules. 
 
A motion to approve the updated forms was made and seconded.  The motion carried and 
the forms were approved as written. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
1. Vacant region committee member positions 
The committee members discussed the regions and what primary and alternate positions 
needed to be filled.   
Region 1 & Region 2 - Primary (Brian Tatman) & Alternate (Vacant),  
Region 3 - Primary (Jamie Hillman) & Alternate (Vacant),  
Region 4 - Primary (John Clark) & Alternate (Wade Stout),  
Region 5 - Primary (Conrad Eckert) & Alternate (Susan Bashor),  
Region 6 - Primary (Steve Kunkel) & Alternate (Don Heimbigner),  
Region 7 - Primary (Vacant) & Alternate (Vacant), and 
County Sanitarian Position – (Vacant).     
 
The committee requested that Renai Hill send out a letter to each region with a vacant 
position requesting volunteers. 
 
2. Confirm next meeting date 
The next meeting will be held on December 1, 2006 in Room 35 of the Metcalf Building 
from 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm.   
 
3. Agenda items for next meeting 
Voting on the finalized SPAC rules and procedures 
Enforcement update for 2006 
Graywater definition in the ARM 

     c.     Committee member’s proposed definition of “Graywater”. 
                 d.     Committee member’s recommendations to the “Draft Septic Pumper   
                         Guide”. 
 
Conrad Eckert adjourned the meeting at 2:15 p.m. 


